fashion in which information is presented. If I was to carry only one book in my pocket however, I feel I would choose one of the books that also deal with other aspects of anaesthesia other than pharmacology alone.
This book comprises the first section of the current edition of "Irwin and Rippe's Intensive Care Medicine". It provides a comprehensive evidence-based review of almost all relevant procedures that are performed in the intensive care unit (ICU). There are 30 chapters which include sections on all common procedures (central line placement, airway management, and pulmonary artery catheterization) and some less common techniques such as extracorporeal and intracorporeal technologies for severe cardiac and respiratory failure. Its strengths lie in the well referenced upto-date evidence-based discussions of the indications, complications and clinical role of each procedure. Some topics such as echocardiography and renal replacement therapies are also covered but given the broad scope of each subject the discussion is less comprehensive.
Although replete with illustrations, explanations of how to perform each technique are predominantly in text form and perhaps what is less well addressed is how to deal with practical difficulties encountered from a technical perspective. Naturally, these are best learnt at the bedside. However, the content is relevant to all staff involved in performing these procedures and would be a useful source of knowledge for teaching purposes. It would also be relevant to those preparing for postgraduate examinations in intensive care medicine, anaesthesia or emergency medicine. It is reasonably priced and would be a useful addition to any ICU departmental library.
M. J. LENNON Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, Perth, Western Australia For its size this small pocket book is a comprehensive cover of pathophysiology and treatment of chronic pain syndromes.
There are eight chapters. "The Pathophysiology of Pain" covers definitions, pain pathways, peripheral and central sensitization, the gate control theory, hyperalgesia and neuropathic pain. "Management options" is a general discussion which lists treatment options, and covers drug treatments, nerve blocks and non-drug therapies. The next three chapters deal with non-opioid analgesics, opioid analgesics and adjuvant medications. There are some excellent diagrams and lists in these chapters, which I plan to incorporate into lectures, as they explain concepts clearly. The final three chapters look at common chronic pain syndromes, cancer pain and pain in children.
At the end of each chapter there are several references, which are mostly readily available through hospital or College ANZCA libraries.
This pocketbook would be useful for an anaesthetic registrar on call at night or an anaesthetist in private practice who may be faced with chronic pain problems.
For a Pain Fellow, it would be useful as an overview in the first few weeks to months of training, but the detail is not sufficient for preparation to sit the FPMANZCA exam.
There are really very few other pocketbooks on chronic pain, and this one therefore fills a need and represents good value for money. 
